
FAQ 

1. What countries can I adopt from through ISS? 

If you are living in Hong Kong, you can adopt locally, or from Mainland 

China, Thailand, Russia, and India. We can also help you if you are holding a 

Canadian passport living in Mainland China and are interested in adopting 

from China. If you are living overseas, we can help you adopt from Hong 

Kong. 

2. Can I choose a specific child to adopt? 

You cannot select a specific child to adopt unless you are a relative of the 

child. You can, however, indicate your preference on a child’s gender, age, 

ethnicity, birth background and health conditions. But the final consideration 

will still be based on the best interests of the child. 

3. How long do I need to wait before I can adopt a child? 

For local adoption, the waiting time varies with each family or individual, for 

it depends on your preferences, the number of prospective adoptive parents in 

the home pool, and the number of children available to be adopted. For China 

and intercountry adoption, the process will be even longer and more 

complicated, and will vary with each country. 

4. I am adopting from overseas. Will I have to travel to the foreign country to 

adopt our child? 

For all intercountry adoptions, you will have to travel to the country where the 

child is from. Please be prepared that you may be required to travel multiple 

times throughout the adoption process for some countries. 

5. If I adopted the child locally and now would like to move to another country, 

would the adoption be recognized in that country? 

Please note that the adoption may not be recognized in the country to which 

you are moving. You may have to comply with the adoption law in that 

country and undergo the necessary adoption procedure which is 

time-consuming and costly. Therefore, before you adopt a child, it is important 

for you to think carefully where you will be staying in a few years’ time and 

whether this should go through international adoption process instead of local 

adoption. If you know that you will be moving to another country, better adopt 

in that country after you settle down. 


